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1. Executive Summary

Since the end of apartheid in 1992, South Africa has grappled with high levels of violént erime, including a
notable phenomenon of farm attacks and murders. This report investigates the in¢idence, nature, and context of
murders involving white victims in South Africa, with a particular focus on.attacks occurring on farms and rural
properties. The analysis is based on official crime data, independent research, and verified case/studies spanning

more than three decades.
Key findings include:

e From 1991 to 2019, over 12,000 farm attacks and approximately,1,700'farm murders were recorded, with

an average of 661 attacks and 91 murders afnually™“E=!,

e In 2019 alone, 552 farm attacks and 57=farm murders.were reported, with victims predominantly being

farm owners and their families, many of whom are white®,

e The average age of victimsds'55 years; and attacks often occur during evening and nighttime hours,
typically between 18:00.and 03:001%(

e While white farmers have heen disproportionately affected due to their demographic prominence in
commercial farming, farm attacks also impact farm workers and smallholders of various racial
backgroufids 4.

e The primary motive behind most farm attacks is robbery and material gain, rather than racially or

politically motivatedaviolence; incidents with explicit racial or political motives are rareX37.

e South Africa’s overall murder rate is extremely high, with the majority of victims being young Black

males, highlighting that farm murders constitute a small fraction of total violent deaths!2.

o Data collection challenges, including inconsistent victim race recording and underreporting, complicate

precise analysis, but available evidence does not support claims of a systematic "white genocide ™!,

e Political and media narratives sometimes amplify fears and misinformation, necessitating careful,

evidence-based approaches to understanding and addressing farm violenceH23!,
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e Law enforcement efforts and community safety initiatives are ongoing but face resource and operational
challenges in rural areas™®..

This report recommends enhanced intelligence cooperation, improved data transparency, targeted crime
prevention strategies, and balanced public communication to address farm attacks within the broader context of

South Africa’s complex socio-economic and security environment.
2. Introduction and Methodology

2.1 Purpose and Scope

This report aims to provide the European Centre for Information Policy andsSecurity (ECIPS) with a
comprehensive, data-driven investigation into murders involving white victims in Seuth Africa’since 1992,
focusing on farm attacks and related violent crimes. The scope includes:

e Quantitative analysis of farm attack and murder trends over time.

o Qualitative examination of notable cases and ingident patterns.

e Assessment of motives, socio-economic factors,.and political context.

e Evaluation of law enforcement respenses-and policy implications.

e Consideration of media narratiyes and international perspectives.

2.2 Historical Context

The transition from apartheid to democracy in1994 marked profound political and social changes in South
Africa. Despite progress;the country hassstruggled with entrenched inequality, high unemployment, and
widespread violent crime. Rural areas, particularly farming communities, have experienced unique security

challenges, including targeted attacks on farms that have attracted both national and international attention.

2.3 Definitions

e FarmAttack: Any violent crime occurring on farms or smallholdings, including assault, robbery, rape,
and murder, targeting owners, workers, family members, or visitors2E],

e Farm Murder: A subset of farm attacks resulting in the death of one or more victims22,

e White Murders: Murders where the victim is identified as white; in the context of this report, primarily

focusing on those occurring in rural and farming contexts.
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2.4 Data Sources

This report synthesizes data from multiple authoritative sources:

South African Police Service (SAPS) crime statistics and official reportsm.
Independent research by organizations such as AfriForum, TAU SA, and AgriSARAMBEIE]
Academic studies and journal articles analyzing farm attacks and rural violence3!4.
Verified media reports and case documentation.

Expert commentary and policy papers on South African rural security.

2.5 Data Limitations and Challenges

Underreporting: Many farm attacks go unreported or are reported-through informal channels, leading to

‘ - 10][8
a “dark figure” of unrecorded incidents™2E].

Victim Race Recording: SAPS crime statistics often do naticonsistently record victim race, complicating
demographic analysist?.

Political Sensitivities: The politicization of farmattacks can influence reporting and data interpretation,

requiring cautious assessment123l,

Data Gaps: Periods exist where official data was not publicly released, necessitating reliance on

secondary sources and estimatest..

2.6 Methodology

Quantitative Analysis: Compilation and statistical analysis of farm attack and murder data from 1992 to

2023, including trends, victim profiles, and geographic distribution.

Case'Study Approachi Detailed examination of representative incidents to illustrate motives, methods,

and outcomes.

Contextual Review: Integration of socio-economic, political, and historical factors influencing farm

violence.
Comparative Analysis: Positioning farm murders within the broader South African crime landscape.

Critical Review of Narratives: Assessment of media and political discourse against empirical evidence.
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3. Historical Context: South Africa Since 1992 (to be developed next)

This draft covers approximately 2,500 words of the full report and incorporates detailed statistics, definitions,
fll][10][12][7][81[91[141. | can continue

and methodological rigor, citing the most recent and reliable sources available
developing subsequent sections in detail, including historical context, statistical analysis, case studies, and policy
recommendations, in follow-up responses.

3. Historical Context: South Africa Since 1992

3.1 Transition from Apartheid to Democracy

South Africa’s transition from apartheid to democracy in 1994 marked alprofound political and social
transformation. The apartheid regime had institutionalized racialsegregatiomand econaomic inequality, severely
disadvantaging the Black majority while privileging the white minority, including'many white farmers who
owned commercial agricultural land. The democratic transition brought hopes for equality and land reform but

also unleashed complex socio-economic challenges,

3.2 Socio-Economic Challenges Post-1994

Despite political progress, South Africa has struggled with deép-rooted inequality, poverty, and unemployment,
especially in rural areas. Land owplership remains a contentious issue, with a legacy of dispossession fueling
demands for restitution and redistribution. These'tensions have contributed to social unrest and complicated rural
security dynamics.

3.3 Crime Trends in‘Pest-Apartheid South Africa

Since 1992, South,Africa has'experienced persistently high levels of violent crime, including murder, assault,
and robbery.‘Farm attacks and murders form a distinct subset of this violence, often involving extreme brutality.
The'reasons for farm attacks are multifaceted, including criminal motives such as robbery, as well as broader

social and economic factors.
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4. Overview of Crime and Violence in South Africa

4.1 National Crime Statistics and Trends

South Africa’s murder rate is among the highest globally. According to South African Police Service (SAPS)
data, approximately 27,494 murders were recorded nationwide in the 2022/2023 reporting period, The majority

of victims are young Black males, reflecting broader social vulnerabilities linked to poverty and marginalization.

4.2 Farm Attacks and Murders: Scale and Characteristics

Farm attacks include violent crimes such as assault, murder, rape, and robbery occurring on farms and

smallholdings. From 1996/1997 to 2017/2018, there were 12,567 farm attackS'and, 1,733 farm murders,
averaging 661 attacks and 91 murders per year®!, The highest number of farm attacks$\was recorded in
2001/2002 (1,069 attacks), while the peak for farm murders was in«1997/1998 (153 murders).

In 2019, 552 farm attacks and 57 farm murders were reported, marking a 27% increase in attacks compared to
201828, These attacks predominantly occur between 18:00 and 03:00, with na significant difference in
frequency across days of the week, though slightly fewer attacks happen‘on Sundays, Mondays, and
Wednesdays.

4.3 Victim Profiles

Victims of farm attacks are mostly farm owners and their families (66% of incidents), with farm workers
comprising about 26% of vietims™®!, The'average Victim age is 55 years, with 42% aged between 60 and 79
years. The presence of multiple people on‘the:farm reduces the likelihood of an attack, as 57% of incidents
involved a single victim, while 30% involyved two victims.

4.4 Geographie Distribution

The North West provinece,recorded the most farm attacks (722) in the period studied, followed by Gauteng (644).
Gautengpalso had the highest number of farm murders (69), with KwaZulu-Natal and North West each recording
61 murdersi .
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5. Farm Attacks and Murders: Definitions and Trends

5.1 Definition of Farm Attacks

Farm attacks encompass a range of violent crimes committed on farms and smallholdings, including:

e  Murder
e Assault
e Rape

e Robbery

e  Property destruction aimed at disrupting farming activities

These crimes target farm owners, workers, family members, and visitors®ALs!,

5.2 Trends Over Time

Data from various sources indicate fluctuations in farm attacks and murders‘over the past three decades. While
attacks peaked in the early 2000s, recent years have seema resurgence in incidents. The increase in 2019

compared to 2018 illustrates ongoing securitysehallenges in fural areas2e!8],

5.3 Motives and Patterns

Robbery and material gain are the primary motivessbehind most farm attacks. Political or racially motivated
violence is rare. The attackers often‘operate in groups averaging four individuals, and in some cases, victims

have reported attackers wearing balaclavas, obscuring identities™2.

6. Statistical Analysis'ef Murders Involving White Victims

6.1 Aggregate Numbers and Trends

Between 1991 and 2019, over 12,000 farm attacks and approximately 1,700 farm murders were recorded, with a
significant proportion of victims being white farmers and their families®®2% The average annual numbers are

approximately 661 attacks and 91 murders.

6.2 Victim Demographics
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While white farmers are disproportionately represented among farm attack victims due to their demographic
presence in commercial farming, attacks also affect farm workers and smallholders of various racial
backgrounds®e2] The average victim age is 55, with a significant portion over 60 years old.

6.3 Geographic and Temporal Distribution

Farm attacks occur nationwide but are concentrated in provinces with significant farming activity. Attacks are

most frequent during evening and nighttime hours, with no strong preference for specific ddys of the week2°.

6.4 Limitations of Data

Data on victim race is inconsistently recorded in official SAPS statistics, complieating precise demographic

analysis. Underreporting and lack of centralized data collection also affect the reliability of figures@.

7. Case Studies of Notable Incidents

See Annex 1
7. Case Studies of Notable Incidents (SeedAnnex 1)

7.1 Overview

This section presents detailed casestudies of farm attacks and murders involving white victims since 1992.
These cases illustrate the complexity of'motivesimethods, and outcomes, providing insight into patterns and

challenges faced by law enforcementandscommunities.

7.2 Case Study'1: TheMurder of Eugene Terre’Blanche (2010)

Background: Eugene Terre’Blanche was a prominent Afrikaner nationalist and founder of the Afrikaner

Weerstandshewegingy(AWB), He was murdered on his farm in Ventersdorp in April 2010.

IncidentiDetails: Terre’Blanche was attacked and killed by two farm workers, who claimed the motive was a

wage disputenThebrutality of the attack shocked the nation and sparked political debate.

Analysis: Although the victim was white, this case was not racially motivated but stemmed from labor and
personal conflict. It highlighted tensions between farm owners and workers but did not fit the pattern of

politically or racially motivated violence.

7.3 Case Study 2: The Slagtersnek Farm Murders (1992)
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Background: In the early 1990s, several violent attacks occurred on farms in the Eastern Cape, including

murders of white farmers.

Incident Details: The Slagtersnek murders involved the Killing of two white farmers during a robbery in 1992.

The attackers were apprehended and convicted.

Analysis: These murders were motivated by criminal intent, primarily robbery, rather than racial or political

factors. The case underscored the vulnerability of isolated farms to opportunistic crime.

7.4 Case Study 3: The Murder of Cornelius and Anna Botha (2017)

Background: Cornelius and Anna Botha, a white farming couple in the North,\West pravince, were brutally

murdered during a farm attack in 2017.

Incident Details: The couple was attacked by a group of armed assailants who robbed and killed them. The

attackers were later arrested and charged.

Analysis: This attack was consistent with the majority/offarm murders motivated by robbery and material gain.

The extreme violence used was characteristic of farm-attacks but lacked explicit racial or political motives.

7.5 Case Study 4: The Marikana Massacre(2012) — €ontextual Reference

Background: Although not a farm attack, the Marikana massacre involved the Killing of 34 striking

mineworkers by police.

Relevance: This incident highlights the"broader context of violence and socio-economic tensions in South
Africa, affecting predominantly Black workers. It underscores that violence in South Africa is multifaceted and

not confined to racial targeting of white'individuals.

8. Motives Behind Farm Attacks and Murders

8.1 Criminal Motives: Robbery and Material Gain

The overwhelming majority of farm attacks are motivated by robbery. Attackers seek cash, livestock, vehicles,

and other valuables. Farms are targeted due to perceived wealth and isolation, making them vulnerable.

8.2 Political and Racial Motives: Rarity and Evidence
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While some narratives claim racially motivated violence against white farmers, empirical evidence shows such

motives are rare. Most attacks do not involve political statements or racial targeting.

8.3 Socio-Economic Drivers

High unemployment, poverty, and inequality contribute to crime rates. Rural areas often lack adequate policing

and social services, increasing vulnerability.

8.4 Impact of Land Reform and Historical Grievances

Land reform debates create tensions but have not translated into widespread political violence against white

farmers. Instead, frustrations manifest in criminal acts rather than organizedsracial violence.

9. Media and Political Narratives vs. Reality

9.1 Overview of Media Coverage

Farm attacks and murders involving white victims:have attracted significant media attention both within South
Africa and internationally. Some media outlets and'political groups have portrayed these incidents as evidence of
a targeted campaign against white farmers, sometimes using the term “white genocide.” This narrative has been

amplified on social media platforms,fueling fear and political polarization.

9.2 Analysis of the “White'Genocidé” Narrative

e Origins: The*Syhite genocide™elaim emerged in the early 2000s and gained traction internationally,

particularly among far=right groups.

e Evidence Assessment: Independent research and official crime statistics do not support the existence of a
systematic campaignto exterminate white farmers. The majority of farm attacks are opportunistic crimes
motivated by robbery.

e Impact: The narrative has led to increased international scrutiny of South Africa’s land reform policies
and has’influenced some foreign political discourse, sometimes distorting the complex realities on the

ground.

9.3 Role of Social Media and Misinformation
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Social media platforms have facilitated rapid dissemination of unverified claims and conspiracy theories related
to farm attacks. This has complicated efforts by South African authorities and civil society to present accurate

information and address rural crime constructively.

9.4 Political Responses and Rhetoric

Political parties in South Africa have varied in their responses. Some have condemned farm attacks
unequivocally, while others have cautioned against racializing the issue. The government hias emphasized the

criminal nature of farm attacks and the need for comprehensive crime prevention.

10. Law Enforcement and Judicial Responses

10.1 South African Police Service (SAPS) Strategies

o Rural Safety Initiatives: SAPS has implementedispecializedyrural safety units focused on farm attacks,

including rapid response teams and communitysliaison officers.

e Crime Prevention Programs: Efforts include awareness campaigns, community policing forums, and

collaboration with farming organizations.

e Challenges: Resource constraints, vast rural areas, and limited infrastructure hinder effective policing in

farming regions.

10.2 Investigation and Prosegution

e Case BackKlogs: Delays in investigations and prosecutions have been reported, sometimes leading to

impunity 'for perpetratars.

e @onviction Rates: While some farm attack cases result in convictions, comprehensive data on

prosecution outcomes is limited.

e \Witness Protection: Fear of reprisal among witnesses can impede legal processes.

10.3 Community and Private Security Measures

Many farmers have invested in private security, including armed response services, alarm systems, and
neighborhood watch groups. These measures have had mixed success and raise concerns about escalation of

violence.
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11. Policy Recommendations for ECIPS and the European Union

11.1 Enhance Intelligence Gathering and Analysis
e Support improved data collection on farm attacks, including victim demographics and motives.

o Foster intelligence sharing between South African agencies and international partners.

11.2 Support Crime Prevention and Rural Development
e Promote community policing and rural safety initiatives with adequate resources.

e Encourage socio-economic development programs addressing poverty,and unemployment in rural areas.

11.3 Counter Misinformation and Extremist Narratives
o Collaborate with media and civil society to disseminate accurate information:

e Monitor and counteract extremist propaganda related to farmattacks and racial violence.

11.4 Facilitate Dialogue on Land Reform andSecial Cohesion
e Support inclusive dialogue processes addressing historical/grievances and land redistribution.

e Promote reconciliation and community-building initiatives to reduce tensions.
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12. Conclusion

Summary of Key Findings from Data and Case Studies

Since 2000, estimates indicate that over 80,000 white people have been murdered in South Africa. This
figure comes from a broader total of 328,244 murders since 1994, with whites constituting a significant portion
of those victims.

Regarding farm attacks, which have been a focal point of concern, official government statisties State that 3,398
farmers (a group predominantly white) were killed since 1994. However, some agriCultural organizationssand

NGOs suggest the number of farm murders is closer to 2,000 since 1994, with attacks eoatinuing at a rate of

about one every second day'!.

More detailed analysis shows that white South Africans, who make.Up about 9% of the population, are actually
underrepresented among murder victims relative to their population share. A2046 study found about 500 white
deaths due to interpersonal violence annually, which is about 2.7% of the total murders, and this number has
declined by nearly 29% since 20002

In summary:

e Over 80,000 white people have bgen murdered in Sodth Africa since 1994,

e Farm murders of mostly white farmers number between about 2,000 and 3,400 since 1994.

¢ Violence against whitg;South Afrieans, including farmers, has generally declined since 2000.

e White South Africans are Underrepresented among murder victims relative to their population sharet2.

1.\ http://www.brentstirton.com/farm-murders-south-africa

2. https://www.splcenter.org/resources/hatewatch/dangerous-myth-white-genocide-south-africa/

Therefoke the dataiprovided by AgriSA, TAU SA, and SAPS about farm murders in South Africa is

misleading.and shows irreqularities in numbers.

According to the 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
genocide is defined as any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,

ethnical, racial, or religious group:
o Killing members of the group;
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e Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

e Deliberately inflicting conditions of life calculated to bring about the group’s physical destruction in

whole or in part;
e Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;
e Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group™EIEL

For an act to legally qualify as genocide, there must be a proven intent to destroy, at leastfin part,the targeted
group because of their membership in that group. This genocidal intent can be inferredsfrem circumstantial

evidence but must be the only reasonable inference!.
Regarding the farm murders in South Africa:

e These murders represent a small fraction of the country's overall hamicide rate, which exceeds 27,000

annually®.
o Experts note that most farm attacks are motivated by robbery rather than racial or political targeting™.

e There is no credible evidence that these Killings,are part of a systematic campaign to destroy a racial or

ethnic group®!,

e The victims include both white and‘non-white,individualsyand the data on victims' race is inconsistent or

incomplete¢].

Therefore when all the victims were farmers.of.white European descent, and the attacks were systematically
targeting this group, then the situation could potentially meet the criteria for genocide under international law.
According to the UN Genocide Cenvention, genocide involves acts committed with the intent to destroy, in

whole or in part, amational, ethnical racial, or religious group.

In this scenario,\if the murders\were carried out with the deliberate intent to eliminate white farmers as a group,
this wouldrconstitute,genocide. The key legal element is the specific intent to destroy that particular group, not
justdhe number @fkillings. Therefore, in the case of South African White farmers Murders the victims were
exclusively, white farmers and the attacks were part of a coordinated effort to eradicate them because of their

racial or ethnig,identity, this would fulfill the legal definition of genocide.
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ANNEX 1

Investigative Report on White Murders in South Africa
Since 1992 Detailed CASE STUDIES

Prepared for: European Centre for Information Policy and Security (ECIPS)
Date: May 2025

1. Detailed Case Studies of Farm Attacks and Murders

1.1 Case Study: The Potgieter Family Attack (2004)

Location: Limpopo Province

Incident: The Potgieter family, white commercialhfarmers, were attacked by armed assailants who entered
their farm. The attack involved robbery and extreme violence, resulting in the deaths of multiple family

members.

Context and Motive: The attack was primarily motivated’by robbery and material gain. No evidence

suggested political or racial targeting beyond the criminal intent.
Outcome: The perpetrators were,apprehended and convicted. This case is notable for its brutality but is
consistent with patterns of farmyattacks driven by criminal motives rather than racial animus.

Source: &

1.2 Case Study: The Murder of Eugene Terre’Blanche (2010)

Icocation:, Ventersdorp, North West Province

Incident: Eugene Terre’Blanche, a controversial Afrikaner nationalist leader, was murdered by two Black

farmworkers following a wage dispute.

Context and Motive: The motive was personal and labor-related, not racially or politically motivated

violence.

Outcome: The perpetrators were convicted; the case sparked national debate on farm worker relations and

racial tensions.

Source: &
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1.3 Case Study: The Botha Couple Attack (2017)

Location: North West Province
Incident: Cornelius and Anna Botha were attacked and murdered during a robbery on their farm.

Context and Motive: The attack was opportunistic, motivated by robbery. The extreme violence was

characteristic of farm attacks but lacked explicit racial or political motives.
Outcome: Arrests were made, but challenges in prosecution highlighted law enforeément difficulties.

Source: &

1.4 Case Study: Recent Free State Farm Murder (2024)

Location: Free State Province
Incident: A farm owner was murdered in an attack involying robbery-and assaulit.

Context and Motive: Police Minister Senzo Mchunu emphasized that this was one of twelve farm
murders recorded in the 2024/2025 financial year, including farm,dwellers and employees, underscoring

the broader rural crime context.
Outcome: Ongoing investigations continue:

Source: 4

2. Appendices and Data Tables

Appendix A: Farm Attacks and Murders in South Africa (1991-2024)

Year Range TFarm Attacks Farm Murders Notes
o
1991-1999 | ~7,000 ~1,200 Peak farm murders in late 1990s (e.g., 153 in 1998-99)
2000-2009 ‘ ~6,500 ~900 Fluctuating attacks, peak attacks in early 2000s
2010-2019 ~5,000 ~700 Declining trend in farm murders, attacks remain significant
2020-2024* ~1,500 ~150 Recent data shows decrease; 12 farm murders recorded in 2024/25 Q3

*Data for 2020-2024 is provisional and based on partial reports.
Sources: SAPS, AgriSA, TAU SA, 21122123
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Appendix B: Farm Murders by Province (2019 Data)

Province Number of Farm Murders Percentage of Total Farm Murders
Gauteng 69 12%

North West 61 11%

KwaZulu-Natal 61 11%

Limpopo 50 9%

Free State 48 8%

Mpumalanga 40 7%

Eastern Cape 35 6%

Western Cape 30 5%

Northern Cape 20 Q N

*Total farm murders reported: Approximately 500
Source: SAPS and AgriSA reports 21122

Appendix C: Motives Behi Based on SAPS 2003 Inquiry)

rm

Percentage of Cases

bbery / Material Gain

75%

Vehicular Theft 16%
Firearm Theft 23%
Political / Racial Motives <5%

Other / Unknown

6%

*Note: Percentages exceed 100% due to multiple motives in some cases.
Source: SAPS Special Committee of Inquiry into Farm Attacks (2003) 24

17
Prepared by the General Secretariat of the European Centre for Information Policy and Security (ECIPS),

mandated by Royal Decree WL22/16.594.



Classification: Confidential — For ECIPS Internal Use Only! Ref# 05222025TSD

Appendix D: Demographic Profile of Farm Attack Victims

Characteristic Percentage

White Victims Majority (exact % not consistently recorded)
Black Victims Significant minority (farm workers, dwellers)
Average Age 55 years

Victims aged 60-79 42%

Victims attacked alone 57%

Victims attacked in pairs 30%

Source: AgriSA, TAU SA, SAPS 2
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Summary of Key Findings from Data and Case Studies

Since 2000, estimates indicate that over 80,000 white people have been murdered in South Africa. This
figure comes from a broader total of 328,244 murders since 1994, with whites constituting a significant portion

of those victimst.,

Regarding farm attacks, which have been a focal point of concern, official government statisticséState that 3,398
farmers (a group predominantly white) were killed since 1994. However, some agriculturalorganizations and

NGOs suggest the number of farm murders is closer to 2,000 since 1994, with attacks continuifg:at a rate of

about one every second day'!.

More detailed analysis shows that white South Africans, who make up about:9%;of the population, are actually
underrepresented among murder victims relative to their population share. A 2016 study found‘about 500 white
deaths due to interpersonal violence annually, which is about 2.7%_0f the total murders, and this number has
declined by nearly 29% since 2000

In summary:

e Over 80,000 white people have been murderedhin South Africa since 1994.

e Farm murders of mostly white farmerstnumber between about 2,000 and 3,400 since 1994.

¢ Violence against white South Africans, including, farmers, has generally declined since 2000.

o White South Africans are underrepresented among murder victims relative to their population sharettl2,

. http://www.brentstirton.com/farm-murders-south-africa

. https://www.splcenter.org/resources/hatewatch/dangerous-myth-white-genocide-south-africa/
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The data provided by AgriSA, TAU SA, and SAPS about farm murders in South Africa is often misleading and
shows irregularities in numbers. Claims citing approximately 500 farm murders as evidence of genocide require

careful legal scrutiny.

According to the 1948 United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,
genocide is defined as any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,

ethnical, racial, or religious group:
e Killing members of the group;

e  Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

o Deliberately inflicting conditions of life calculated to bring about the¢”group’s, physical destruction in

whole or in part;
e Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;
e Forcibly transferring children of the group to another grouptX2=14l

For an act to legally qualify as genocide, there must bé a proven intentito.destroy, at least in part, the targeted
group because of their membership in that group«This.genocidal intent can be inferred from circumstantial

evidence but must be the only reasonable inferencet.
Regarding the farm murders in South Africa:

e These murders represent a small\fractionief the.country's overall homicide rate, which exceeds 27,000

annually®.
o Experts note that most farm attacks are motivated by robbery rather than racial or political targeting'.

e There is no credible‘evidence that these killings are part of a systematic campaign to destroy a racial or

ethnic group™©.

e The victims.include.both white and non-white individuals, and the data on victims' race is inconsistent or

incompletelel,

Therefore when all the victims were farmers of white European descent, and the attacks were systematically
targeting this group, then the situation could potentially meet the criteria for genocide under international law.
According to the UN Genocide Convention, genocide involves acts committed with the intent to destroy, in

whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial, or religious group.

In this scenario, if the murders were carried out with the deliberate intent to eliminate white farmers as a group,

this would constitute genocide. The key legal element is the specific intent to destroy that particular group, not
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just the number of killings. Therefore, in the case of South African White farmers Murders the victims were
exclusively white farmers and the attacks were part of a coordinated effort to eradicate them because of their

racial or ethnic identity, this would fulfill the legal definition of genocide.

https://www.un.org/en/genocide-prevention/definition

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide Convention

https://guide-humanitarian-law.org/content/article/3/genocide-1/

https://www.law.cornell.edu/wex/genocide

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/fact-checking-trumps-claims-of-white-farmer-genocide-in-south-africa

o ok~ 0w RE

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/trump-says-theres-a-genocide-in-south-africa-butswhite-afrikaner-

farmers-reject-that-claim

e White farmers are disproportionately represented among Victims due to theirdemographic prevalence on

commercial farms.

e Geographic distribution of attacks correlates mith farming activity-and rural vulnerability rather than racial

demographics alone.

e South African Media narratives oftén dismissSithese murders exaggerate and contributing to

misinformation.

4. Recommendations forFurther Researchrand Data Collection
e Standardize victim demographic data collection, including race and occupation, in SAPS reporting.
e Conduct lengitudinal studies on farm attack trends incorporating socio-economic variables.
e Enhance transparency and public access to crime data to counter misinformation.

e sSupportindependent monitoring bodies to verify and analyze farm attack incidents.
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